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Abstract: In this paper, I would like to make a strong case for Non-conceptual experience (NCE). The reason I am interesting in making a 

case for non-conceptual content is because I believe, which I also wish to show in this paper, that it is only autonomous NCE that can 

structurally mediate and make possible the embodied existence that we as humans and animals have. There have been many authors who 

have made a case for NCE but among them Walter Hopp’s (Hopp, 2010, 2011) approach to grounding non-conceptual content has 

informed my own work strongly. Having said that, I would also like to say that I find that Hopp doesn’t go far enough in explicating the 

larger implications that a case for NCE can open up. Some of those implications and questions are: what are the possible links that NCE has 

to sub-personal states, how does bodily affectivity and NCE are related and how does NCE inform our larger cognitive goals et al.A few of 

these larger issues have been handled admirably well by Robert Hanna (Hanna, 2005, 2008, 2015). His goal is to support the thesis “that 

sensorimotor activity in embodied cognition and intentional body movement is inherently pre-reflectively conscious, immanently 

reflexive, non-propositional, non-epistemic, and situated. So, the representational content that guides it is autonomous essentially non-

conceptual content.” (Hanna, 2015, p. 91). Moreover, he wants to show that “the real existence, specific character, nature, concept-

independence, and concept-autonomy of essentially non-conceptual content all have a distinctly Kantian provenance.” (Hanna, 2015, p. 

46). Even though I have in another paper, shown the need to incorporate embodied action as a constitutive element for a fuller 

understanding of our phenomenological standing in the world (Krishnaswamy, forthcoming, 2019), -- very much in agreement with 

Hannah’s larger project -- I don’t think the Kantian way that Hannah walks us through can get us there. My main objective is to defend NCE 

through looking at our cognitive acts as a manifestation of our embodied intentional existence. I would like to call my thesis The Theory of 

Embodied Phenomenality. My Theory of Embodied Phenomenality states that the connecting link between our body (along with its 

various parts) and our visual experience is not be forged gradually or cumulatively. In other words, I want to say that our bodily schema 

and its affective possibilities enable our perceptual content to be essentially non-conceptual. That is, my thesis is that through our 

corporeal motor responses embodied in habits, we are able to have access to non-conceptual content. This non-conceptual content 

embodied in human praxis forms a horizon, I argue, through which our doxastic states gets its epistemic grounding.  
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