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       GENDER CHAMPION COMMITTEE     

Department of Philosophy, 

University of Delhi-110007 

 

Quarterly Report 

 

We feel immense pleasure to play the role of Gender Champions in Department of Philosophy, 

University of Delhi. As an academic approach under University Grant Commission(UGC) with 

a Joint initiative of Ministry of Women and Child Development and Ministry of Human 

Resource Development, Government of India, we are trying to bring a change, to shape the 

attitudes and transform behaviors in the society, to increase the outreach for creating an 

environment that fosters equal treatment. Through our events, talks and other programs, we 

make an attempt to encourage young girls and boys to sensitize and question the issue of gender 

inequalities, to advocate gender equality and monitor progress towards gender justice. 

With effect from the academic year 2017, Gender Champion committee of Department of 

Philosophy officially started its functionality in March 2017 with 4 members, Dr. Reetu Jaiswal, 

Dr. Sujata Roy Abhijat, research scholars Mohd. Irshad and Puja Raj.  

 

1) Program 1: Film Screening on 8th March 2017 

  On the occasion of International Women’s day on 8th March 2017, we had organized a 

Film Screening in the department which was followed by the paper presentations on gender 

issues and feedbacks by our special invitees. For screening, we selected Persian-language 

movie ‘A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night’ directed by Ana Lily Amirpour with English 

subtitles. Our special invitees Dr. Anuradha Veeravalli and Dr. Laksmi Balaganapati were 

well-known scholars in Feminist Philosophy. The audiences, not just young scholars but 

also teaching faculty of the department, enthusiastically participated with their thought-
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provoking questions and comments. Later, papers presenters were awarded with 

certificates. That event was our first big program under gender champion committee.  

Here are some files from the event: 
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Thenceforth, we have been actively involved in having dialogues with students on the gender 

related issues and reading and writing research papers. The representation of women in media 

has been the focal point of our writing and research. 

 

2) Program 2: Academic and Cultural Events on 6th November 

2017 

 

On Institutional level, we had several group discussions among research scholars centered upon 

the gender roles in society. On 6th November 2017, we had organized another big event which 

had more cultural events such as dance, drama, music and debate. Event began with a small 

introduction about the Gender Champion Initiative, followed by debates by 4 team on topic 

“Gender differences do not entail hierarchical order.” Event became more interesting with a 

song and then a play called “Hume Marammat ki Jarurat hai” which brought forth gender 

stereotypes faced by Men in the society, followed by a soulful dance which exhibited the need 

of breaking the existing gender barriers . Toward the end of the program, our Chief guest made 

some eye-opening comment while declaring the prizes for debate competition. All the 

participants were awarded with certificates and with the hope to bring another creative events, 

we concluded the program.  

Some pictures: 
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3) Program 3: Academic Talk on 8th December 

To dismiss our semester with some ideas to think upon, we invited Dr. Vibha Chaturvedi, 

Director of Women’s Studies and Development Centre at Delhi University, to deliver a lecture 

on Women’s agency and Freedom with reference to the two women characters from the 

Mythical scripture Mahābhārat. This talk had opened so many minds to look upon our 

scriptures and analyze gender roles which are very prevailing in the society to talk about. 

Some pictures- 
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4) A Trip to Oxford Bookstore for Pink Tea Cup Series on 12th 

December 2017 

As a part of our initiative to move away the bricks of gender stereotypes, our Gender 

Champion Committee went for the thought provoking Pink Tea Cup Series titled “Women 

Stereotypes & Path-Breakers in Hindi Cinema”. The series was in conversation with Dr. 

Karen Gabriel, Anna M. M. Vetticad, Dinesh Shrinet, Dr. Vebhuti Duggal and Garima Dutt. 

The conversation highlighted several vital however paradoxical points of Hindi Cinema. 

Post-event our team had a little interaction with panel. 
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Personal Level Effort 

On Personal Level, I have worked with two NGO’s who are also engaged in empowering girls 

and women, and enabling them with skills and education that would help them to lead a better 

life and be an independent citizen.  

 

First one is Happy Horizons Trust, a non-profit organization works towards strengthening 

primary school education through the youth leadership program, specifically girls from higher 

secondary in rural parts of Bihar. In the organization, we focus on empowering young girls 

from secondary schools or high schools, because soon after the completion of schooling, parents 

want to marry off their daughters. In Order to uproot this practice, we pick girls who have the 

passion to learn and educate. We train them as our Champions to teach children of primary 

schools and make the learning funny and engaging for them. Also, to make this journey easy 

for our Champions and at the same time having support of the parents for the same, we award 

them scholarship as a financial support. So far, we have trained 12 girls. The training and 

leadership has brought a lot of confidence, spontaneity and upliftment of overall personality in 

these girls which earlier was unavailable and inaccessible for them. 
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The other NGO I have worked with is LILA Terra-Sutra - LILA Foundation. Under this 

organization, I have worked for a project called ‘Indigo-Lingo’, which focusses on empowering 

women house helps working in R.K. Puram, Delhi. I led this project with my few colleagues. 

With the digitalization of the world, the one who were left behind are the people who are not 
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even properly literate. One of such groups is house helps or what we commonly call Maids with 

age varying from 21 to 45. As a part of this project, we began by teaching them the basic English 

and Hindi alphabets, then providing them financial education and health care education. Our 

goal is to empower them and make them an independent person and provide them a way of life 

which they seem to have lost due to their deficiency and work. 

Here are some pictures: 

 

 

With all these big and small events, we tried to make an attempt to change minds and foster 

equal treatment beyond gender specific. Looking forward to having more innovative ideas and 

events to sensitize people regarding gender equality in coming semester. In a hope that our 

small efforts could bring a change in the world, so that one day there won’t be any need to talk 

about Gender Inequality, we close this semester event of Gender Champion Committee. 
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Thank You!! 


